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Merlion Programme 
Invitation to France - Implementation notice 

 
 

Before your departure to France, please contact Mr Adrien Krinitzky,  
At least 2 months before your trip  

 
to confirm and make sure your travel request will be funded. Travels not claimed before 
departure will not be supported. 
 
 
Under the Merlion programme, the Institut Français de Singapour (IFS) finances scientific co-
operation travel from Singapore to France strengthening scientific knowledge exchange and 
cultural experience.  
 
 
The Merlion Programme can provide you with: 
 
1) 

 Round trip air tickets Singapore-France, economic class. 
 Daily allowance at 250 SGD/day in Paris – 210SGD/day in others French cities, up to 

10 days which covers all expenses in France, accommodation included. 
2) 

 Doctoral or Post-Doctoral scholarships1 (up to 3 months) including: transportation + 
monthly allowance + help to find accommodation + a medical and civil liability 
coverage. 

 
Please bear in mind that the total amount claimable for one year is up to 7 500 EUR, 
depending on our global budget. The IFS’s word on funding is final. 
 
 
These are the general funding conditions. We may make an exception for situations that are 
different to the standard travel routing if arguments are relevant. Examples: 
 

 If the researcher goes to France after attending a conference in another European 
country, we can provide the air ticket to this European country instead of France.  In 
this case, the daily allowance is not claimable for the stay outside of France. 
 

 If the researcher is a doctoral or a post-doctoral researcher, his/her stay may be 
extended to up to three month. 
 

 

                                                 
1
 French Scientists are not eligible. 
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IFS funding process 
 
 

1. Flight Booking 
 

Step 1: Provide the dates of your mission to France, at least 2 months before your trip.  
 
Step 2: Provide the following mandatory documents: 

 A letter of invitation from your host laboratory in France, specifying the exact 
dates of your visit and the nature of your research.  Please remember to mention 
the Merlion Programme number and title of your project. 

 A copy of your passport, with a validity of at least 6 months from the time of 
departure from Singapore. 

 Additional documents will be required for Doctoral and Post-Doctoral scholarships 
 

 

 

Send all relevant documents and information to Mr Adrien Krinitzky 

At least 1.5 month before your travel: 
 

adrien.krinitzky@diplomatie.gouv.fr  -  +65 6880 7851  
 

 
Step 3: Provided you follow steps 1 and 2, either IFS will get your tickets issued and sent to you 
or IFS will allow you to buy it yourself then reimburse you up to 1 600SGD2 in addition to your 
daily allowance. 
 
 
Advice: Please do make sure to travel with an international insurance that covers you for 
medical expenses and repatriation during the entire duration of your stay in France. 
 

2. Daily allowance and mission reimbursement 
 

Step 1: Email scanned copies of:  
 

 Boarding pass used to travel. 

 A letter from your host laboratory in France that acknowledge your stay. 
 
 
Step 2: Arrange a meeting to claim your reimbursement check at the French Embassy 
 
 
Final Step: The submission of an annual progress report and a final report is required. 
 

                                                 
2
 Provided you present the proof of payment and the ticket before your departure. 

mailto:adrien.krinitzky@diplomatie.gouv.fr
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Visa application (only if necessary) 

 
 
Please verify if you need a visa, through checking the latest information on our 
website:http://www.ambafrance-sg.org/-Going-to-France- 

If necessary, please make an appointment for your visa application (http://www.ambafrance-

sg.org/Make-an-appointment-at-the-visa).  Please note that at the time of your visa application, 
you should already possess the full set of documents required.  

 
We will provide a letter stating that the Merlion programme is financially supporting your 
trip in France. This letter should be added to your visa application and would allow you to 
have a free visa.  
 
 
 

WARNING: The IFS cannot help you with visa issues.  If you apply for your visa late, the IFS 
is unable to expedite the visa process for you.  This may result in your forfeiting the air 
ticket.  To avoid any complications and additional costs, visa applications are best made  
at least 1 month before the trip commences. 

 
 

Lastly, IFS hopes that you will have a rewarding stay in France! 
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