
 
 

5th ARTIST IN RESIDENCY PROGRAM IN SINGAPORE 

 

 

LVMH MÉTIERS D'ART core mission is to protect and develop the access to the raw 

materials & know-how required by the LVMH Fashion & Leather Goods Maisons.  

 

In this perspective, LVMH Métiers d’Art encourages and creates all initiatives to develop 

innovation, enrich know-how and stimulate creation with the LVMH Group key 

suppliers. One of them is an annual artist in residency program. 

 

Launched in 2016, the yearly LVMH Métiers d’Art artist in residency program brings 

together young artists (less than 40 yo) and producers of different materials recognized 

for their unique quality, with the aim of creating original works of art. The residencies are 

compelling two-way processes since they at the same time stimulate creativity and 

innovation by the artisans who engage with the artist’s vision. 

“At heart, the LVMH Métiers d’Art Residency is a bet: we provoke an encounter between 

artist and artisan, or, more exactly, invite the artist to the artisan’s home.  

As a foregone conclusion, artist and artisan will tame, understand, and surprise one 

another until, finally, working together, they enable something completely unexpected to 

take place”. (Jean Baptiste Voisin, Chief Strategy Officer for the LVMH Group and 

President of LVMH Métiers d’Art) 

 

 

Objectives of the Residency: 

 

1. Art 

Creation of 15 to 30 pieces of art, using the raw material of the factory and 

realized with the help of the craftsmen and the resources of the factory 

2. Creativity 

Unleash creative potential in craftsmen’s minds 

3. Technical innovation 

Joint creativity can lead to some new techniques that can directly benefit to the 

factory and the Maisons 

4. Communication 

Through several tools: social media, book, exhibition… 

 

 



Principles of the artistic Residency: 

 

1. A young artist is welcomed for a period of approximately 6 months in a 

production site of LVMH Métiers d’Art. Here: First semester 2020 in Heng 

Long Leather tannery / possibility to begin in December 2019.  

2. A workshop is made available to the artist within the place of production.  

3. The production cost of the works (materials) is supported by the place of 

production and/or LVMH Métiers d’Art.  

4. The craftsmen of the factory dedicate some of their time to help the artist when 

needed. 

5. At the end of the Residency, some of the artist’s works enter in the LVMH 

Métiers d’Art Collection (typically: 5). 

6. A book is published at the end of the residency, by the French publisher RVB 

Books, to be distributed in contemporary art bookstores.  

7. An exhibition of the works might be organized, in parallel with the launch of the 

book, in a partner art gallery.  

8. The artist receives a compensation for the assignment to LVMH Métiers d’Art of 

some of his/her works created during the Residency and, where applicable, of the 

corresponding intellectual property rights (including intellectual property rights as 

inventor or co-inventor of any patentable inventions resulting from his/her 

activities in the factory in connection with the Residency).  

 

 

 

Past and current Residencies overview: 

 

The inaugural Residency was held in Tanneries Roux, Romans-sur-Isère (France), in 

2016. It was carried out by the artist Thomas Mailaender who created thirty works, 

exploring calf leather printing.  

https://rvb-books.com/book.php?id_book=139 
LVMH Thomas Mailaender Press Release 

 

The second Residency was held in 2017 at the Riba Guixà tannery in Spain (lamb 

leather) with the artist Amandine Guruceaga. A solo show presenting her works produced 

in the Residency was presented at French gallery Monteverita in Paris in February 2018. 

https://rvb-books.com/book.php?id_book=182 
LVMH Amandine Guruceaga Press Release 

 

The third Residency, performed by the artist Marion Verboom, was held in 2018 at 

Thélios, the LVMH eyewear production place, in Italy. A solo show took place at 

Marions Verboom’s French gallery Jérôme Poggi in Paris, in December 2018.  

https://rvb-books.com/book.php?id_book=203 
LVMH Marion Verboom Press release 

https://rvb-books.com/book.php?id_book=139
https://www.lvmh.com/news-documents/news/lvmh-metiers-dart-sponsors-thomas-mailaender-exhibition-at-tanneries-roux/
https://rvb-books.com/book.php?id_book=182
https://www.lvmh.com/news-documents/news/lvmh-metiers-dart-presents-colour-sparks-exhibition-by-amandine-guruceaga/
https://rvb-books.com/book.php?id_book=203
https://www.lvmh.com/news-documents/news/lvmh-metiers-dart-and-jerome-poggi-gallery-present-works-from-marion-verboom-residency-at-manifattura-thelios/


 

The fourth and current Residency is carried out by Sabrina Vitali in Renato Menegatti 

metal pieces factory in Villaverla, Italy. 

LVMH Sabrina Vitali Press Release 

 

 

 

Description of the 2020 artistic Residency: 

 

The fifth LVMH Métiers d’Art artistic Residency will be held in Heng Long Leather 

factory, in Singapore.  

A Singaporean or Singapore-based artist will be preferred for the 2020 Residency. 

Heng Long Leather is a family business created in 1950, acquired by LVMH in 2011, and 

still managed by the founder’s grandsons. Heng Long Leather is the worldwide reference 

in crocodile skins tanning. 

 

The artist will be chosen according to several criteria:  

- Curiosity for the material (crocodile skins) and Heng Long Leather tanning and 

finishing skills 

- Desire to interact with the craftsmen and stimulate their creativity  

- Ability to create works (15 to 30) in an industrial context and using crocodile 

skins as main material 

- Ability to enter, discover and understand a new universe  

- Languages: English is a prerequisite. Chinese would be a plus.  

 

Dates: January - June 2020. Possibility to begin as of December 2019.  

The artist must be able to stay in Singapore for the length of the Residency.  

 

The Residency implies a sustained presence within the tannery, which can be permanent 

or not. If not permanent, a calendar of presence will be established with 5 to 6 sessions 

during 2 to 3 weeks each.  

For the purposes of the book preparation, the artist will be asked to submit visual and 

graphic elements to publishers and to answer to an interview during the Residency. 

 

 

 

Selection committee: 

 

Jean-Paul CLAVERIE (Cultural advisor to Bernard Arnault) 

Jean Baptiste VOISIN (LVMH Strategy Chief Officer & LVMH Métiers d’Art President) 

Léa CHAUVEL-LÉVY (LVMH Métiers d’Art Director & Art Gallery Director) 

Céline SANZEY (LVMH Strategy & LVMH Métiers d’Art Project Manager) 

 

 

 

https://www.lvmh.com/news-documents/news/lvmh-metiers-dart-invites-sabrina-vitali-to-metal-hardware-maker-renato-menegatti-as-fourth-artist-in-residence/


Schedule: 

 

- Application deadline: July 15th, 2019  

- Auditions: September/October 2019 

- Interviews with the short-listed candidates: October/November 2019 

- Beginning of the Residency: December 2019/January 2020 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO APPLY? 

 

Applications must be sent latest by July 15th, 2019 at lea.chauvel.levy@gmail.com  

 

The file should include the following elements:  

- Last name, first name, date of birth, postal address, e-mail address 

- Presentation of the artistic project for the Residency (5000 characters maximum) 

- Production budget forecast  

- Artistic portfolio in one single pdf document  

- Curriculum vitae  

- Gallery that represents the artist if any 

 

mailto:lea.chauvel.levy@gmail.com

