For Immediate Release
A TOUR DE FORCE OF FRANCE-SINGAPORE PARTNERSHIPS AT VOILAH! 2019
Close to 100 partners from both countries join hands to present the widest selection of programmes for
the re-imagined festival

Voilah! 2019 is presented by the Embassy of France in Singapore and supported by close to 100 Singaporean and
French institutions. (Pictured in centre: The Ambassador of France to Singapore, Marc Abensour)

Singapore, 13 September 2019 -- The Embassy of France in Singapore together with close to
100 programme presenters, sponsors and supporters are proud to present the 2019 edition of
Voilah! France Singapore Festival, a rich calendar of France-Singapore programmes that
provides delightful and innovative experiences from 3 October to 17 November.
Beyond immersing visitors in the multi-faceted aspects of French culture, the re-imagined
festival now serves a wider mandate to bring France and Singapore partnerships across
different domains to the fore, bridge the two communities and spark greater collaboration
opportunities. The unprecedented number of programme presenters will drive all events that
will welcome everyone in Singapore and visitors around the region.

The new direction for Voilah! pays tribute to the long-lasting partnership between France and
Singapore that saw the fruition of several collaborations. It comes amid a backdrop of
several important milestones in the France-Singapore relations, including the 20th
anniversary of the French Double Degree Programme - the longest running academic
collaboration between France and Singapore, the 30th anniversary of cooperation in
heritage, 35th edition of French Film Festival, 70th anniversary of the Alliance Française in
Singapore and 200 years of cooperation in natural history since two French naturalists –
Pierre-Médard Diard and Alfred Duvaucel – accompanied Sir Stamford Raffles on his landing
in Singapore in 1819.
The Ambassador of France to Singapore, Marc Abensour says, “Voilah! attests to the ties
forged between our two nations and the diverse line-up is a celebration of the strength of
our friendship through the decades-worth of close collaboration across various sectors. This
is why we believe the festival belongs to Singaporeans as much as it does to the French, and
we hope to grow Voilah! as an avenue for new ideas that can only be made possible when our
communities get together.”
Introducing Janice Koh as Festival Patron
In addition to the partners, Voilah! is proud to announce the veteran stage and screen
actress, Janice Koh as this year’s patron for the festival. Well-loved by local theatre and
television audiences as well as fans of the blockbuster film Crazy Rich Asians, Janice has also
starred in The Reunification of the Two Koreas, a 2018 co-production between TheatreWorks
Singapore and the Centre Dramatique National de Tours. The acclaimed play written by
French playwright Joel Pommerat was directed by French director Jacques Vincey, and played
to audiences in both Singapore and France.
Janice says, “Having had the privilege of working in a production that involved both
Singaporean and French partners, I have personally experienced how cultural collaboration
can provide valuable platforms for dialogue and exchange, and ultimately help in bridging
different communities. I look forward to the exciting programmes that have been put
together for Voilah! 2019, and hope it will encourage more creative and synergistic
partnerships, while celebrating the best of France and Singapore.”
An extravaganza to pique every curiosity
Voilah! 2019 presents a vast spectrum of more than 50 programmes that spans across various
fields from culture, education, science, lifestyle, tourism, to sport. Each programme of this
multidisciplinary festival is co-produced by a local partner and, collectively, they seek to
tantalise the senses of every festival-goer.
The festival will open with a grand harmony created by French and Singapore musicians.
Renowned superstar cellist, Gautier Capuçon will play with the Singapore Symphony

Orchestra in a one-night-only performance that explores the impassioned Schumann Cello
Concerto. Helmed by internationally celebrated master conductor, Vladimir Ashkenazy, this
unmissable pairing will culminate in a night of pure artistry.

The opening programme, SSO Gala: Vladimir Ashkenazy & Gautier C
 apuçon

The musical encounters continue with other performances such as one by Opus Jam, a sextet
from France who will showcase a unique spin on acapella singing combining polyphony and a
touch of humour; as well as the staging of a three-centuries-old opera ballet Les Éléments
performed by Les Surprises - a French partner ensemble of the local academy of baroque
music, Sing’Baroque.

(From left to right) Opus Jam, and Les Éléments

Bringing the magic of sight and sound to life is the enthralling show The Bear’s Mouth.
Presented by Gardens by the Bay, this visual spectacle by French performance group Cie
Remue-Ménage will captivate audiences through a whimsical parade made up of a hoard of
illuminated bears moving in synchrony with extravagant dancers.

The Bear’s Mouth performed by Cie Remue-Ménage

In a nod to The Singapore Bicentennial, French artist Julien Nonnon will also present
Revisiting Diard and Duvaucel to create digital artworks that illuminate the buildings and
facades along Armenian Street, capturing the attention of visitors through a carefully
considered mix of mythology and reality. The projections are inspired by drawings made by
two French naturalists Pierre-Médard Diard and Alfred Duvaucel that accompanied Sir
Stamford Raffles during his arrival in Singapore. These valuable drawings will also be
displayed at the National Museum of Singapore’s bicentennial-themed exhibition, An Old
New World, and have also been featured in a book about the French contribution to
Singapore’s natural history that will be launched as part of the festival by the Lee Kong Chian
Natural History Museum.

Revisiting Diard and Duvaucel

Additionally, Voilah! 2019 will also see the inclusion of the long-running French Film Festival.
Capturing the best of French storytelling in film, it will showcase more than 25 movies fresh
from the French box office that will appeal to every type of movie-goer. Presented by the
Embassy of France, in collaboration with local distributors and partners (Shaw Organisation,
Alliance Française, The Projector, People’s Association, French School Singapore), the
longest-run foreign film festival in Singapore will take place from 4 to 17 November. More
details of the line up of films will be announced closer to date.

Nouvelles perspectives through novel exchanges
Voilah! 2019 also presents programmes that facilitate exchanges between the two
communities, and propose alternative views on familiar issues and spaces.
Four Francophone writers will take part in the annual Singapore Writers Festival to share
their perspectives on the role of language in the formation of identities and communities.
Linguist Louis-Jean Calvet, poet Roja Chamankar, and writers Kamel Daoud and Victor Dixen
will join in conversations with Singapore and regional writers to discuss the power of the pen
to shape realities and bring imaginative universes to life.

(From left to right) Louis-Jean Calvet, Roja Chamankar,Kamel Daoud and Victor Dixen speaking at Singapore
Writers Festival

Voilah! also includes several exhibitions that serves as a platform to present novel
perspectives of the way we view our world and society. One of them is NO TASTE FOR BAD
TASTE at the National Design Centre. This showcase for design aficionados that is travelling
to some 20 countries makes its Singapore stop for Voilah!, and will present some 40 design
masterpieces from renowned design maestros like Philippe Starck and Jean-Paul Gaultier.
This exhibition will also invite you to join in the conversation about design thinking through a
panel discussion exploring the links and bridges between Singapore and France design
scenes with French designer Matali Crasset who has been collaborating recently with the
National Museum of Singapore.

NO TASTE FOR BAD TASTE at the National Design Centre

Artist and filmmaker, Hervé Cohen, provides an interesting take on the subways of the world
through his immersive installation, Life Underground. Presented at the National Museum of
Singapore, the project captures scenes of subways in 18 cities around the world. It takes a
refreshing look on the unseen connections and networks that are present beneath the
surface, challenging viewers to re-define their conceptualisations of who they are in relation
to the people around them.
On a larger scale, Urban Mutations, presented by Science Centre Singapore and Universcience
Paris, will provide critical insight into the topic of cities and their constant evolution. The
immersive exhibition allow visitors both young and old to step into the shoes of a mayor to
realise their own cities of the future, and in the process explore the influence of the city
environment on an individual’s life.

Life Underground (left) and Urban Mutations (Right)

Creating accessible experiences for new audiences
Voilah! will introduce many programmes that makes these France-Singapore exchanges more
accessible to audiences new to French culture.
One way is through the universal language of good food. Festival-goers are in for a treat with
popular food workshops as well as menus and tastings designed by partner restaurants for
the festival. They can learn from culinary experts and even famous personalities such
Jean-Yves Bordier, the last artisan who still makes butter by hand, to get a literal taste of the
flavours of French cuisine in Singapore. French Sommelier Stéphanie Rigourd and
Singaporean Master of Wine Tan Ying Hsien will also reveal the secrets of champagne during
a “Wine Apprentice” class.
The festival will also see collaborations with educational institutions to inspire younger
generations of thinkers and leaders. The National University of Singapore will celebrate the
20th anniversary of the French Double Degree Programme - the longest running academic
collaboration between France and Singapore. It hosts two lectures by distinguished scientists

- renowned French microbiologist Professor Philippe Sansonetti from the Collège de France
and the Institut Pasteur, as well as Jonathan Weitzman, the founding Director of the Centre
for Epigenetics and Cell Fate. Several masterclasses will also be held, for example by
renowned cellist Gautier Capuçon at Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music, and by carribean
jazz group GMX Trio at LASALLE College of the Arts.
Not to be missed out, audiences in the heartlands can also look forward to catching some
programmes within their neighbourhoods. This includes performances in community hubs –
Une petite nuit au lit by Cie Cahin-Caha as part of Arts in your Neighborhood – that will
pleasantly surprise viewers with their artistry, public screenings of popular French films that
will tug on their heartstrings thanks to a partnership with People’s Association and The Birds’
Promenade in Singapore Botanic Gardens by the baroque ensemble Artifices and a local
ornithologist who will bring the nature-lovers on a walk in search of a variety of birds and
their symbolic dimension.

The performance of Une Petite Nuit au lit (above) will be held at Our Tampines Hub and HDB Hub

More details on the full festival line up can be found in the annex.
Voilah! is supported by a close to 100 institutions, including the Ministry of Culture,
Community and Youth, the Singapore Tourism Board, the Land Transport Authority and the
French Chamber of Commerce in Singapore to transform the festival into an important fixture
of Singapore’s events calendar, reaching audiences beyond Singapore to the rest of the
region.
For more information on the festival, please visit w
 ww.voilah.sg.
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About V
 oilah! France Singapore Festival
Voilah! France Singapore Festival presents the best of France-Singapore collaborations in the
realms of culture, education, science, lifestyle, tourism and sports through diverse and
engaging events all across the island. A meeting point between French and Singaporean
communities, Voilah! is a celebration of the deep and long-standing relationships between
France and Singaporean partners.
Held from 3 October to 17 November, Voilah! 2019 is presented by the Embassy of France in
Singapore and supported by close to 100 Singaporean and French institutions. For more
information, visit www.voilah.sg.

